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Who Needs Training? 

Below is a list of staff required to complete a pathway:  

 K-3 Classroom Teachers 

 Special Education Teachers 

 Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Teachers 

 Certified Interventionists (both full time and temporary) 

 Teaching and Learning Coaches 

 

Building Leaders will complete a training specific to their 
leadership role– sign ups in January 

 

Other staff are welcome to participate in any pathway on a 
voluntary basis! 

Updated Completion 

Dates 

The State Board of Education has 

voted to grant a six month extension 

for K-3 staff to meet the requirement. 

Updated timelines: 

LETRS Participants: 

 Units 1-4 complete by 

December 31, 2021 

 Units 5-8 and Bridge to 

Practice complete by 

May 31, 2022 

All other Pathways: 

 Evidence of completion submitted 

by December 31, 2021 

Evidence submittal process details 

coming in January.   

One and Done!   

Teachers must choose ONE of the following pathways to meet the training requirement: 

1. Participate in District 11 sponsored training:  LETRS 3rd Edition    (register here) 

2. Take the EDS Praxis Teaching Reading Exam 5205 

3. Participate in CDE sponsored training:  Keys to Beginning Reading OR Building a Strong Foundation 

4. Submit evidence of completing an appropriate college course OR training directly to CDE for approval  

5. Have a Colorado Reading Teacher or Reading Specialist Endorsement on current teaching license 

6. Participate in an approved training through BOCES or another district  

7. Participate in a training program from the CDE Advisory List of Professional Development 

Please use this link to notify D11 of your pathway choice:  Click HERE!     

Welcome to “The Literacy Loop” 

Thanks so much for taking the time to read The Literacy Loop!  This is a periodic newsletter providing      

information regarding the new READ Act teacher training requirement for K-3 literacy staff.  This issue   

contains some exciting updates.  Please be sure to read all boxes!   Enjoy the newsletter as well as the   

accompanying Foundational Skill Fact sheet.   

The Literacy Loop 
Keeping you “in the loop” on the new READ Act requirements! 

Literacy Academy Newsletter 

Seeing is Believing 

Please reference our READ Act Website for      

updates and additional information!   

READ Act Website 

https://www.voyagersopris.com/professional-development/letrs/letrs-k-12
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FjejtSMeM0u6mmGKVudqGPVborTIGthDjOMxF-zjrUlURE1QNkJONTg2OU5LOFkwUEk5MlkxWlM0Mi4u
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/boardapprovedalternativeassessments
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/cdeprovided-readingtraining-f2f
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/onlinecdetraining
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/universitycourses
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/licensurerenewalcourses
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readingendorsements
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/districtorbocestraining
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/option-advisorylistofpd
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FjejtSMeM0u6mmGKVudqGPVborTIGthDjOMxF-zjrUlUN1JCTjdTTk4wRU9FTTA3TzRQNEJCNzk1VC4u
https://www.d11.org/Page/5695


Foundational Facts Maze 

Maze assesses a student’s ability to construct meaning from text using word recognition skills, background 

information and prior knowledge, familiarity with linguistic properties such as syntax and morphology, and 

cause and effect reasoning skills. In Maze, students are presented with a reading passage. The first sentence 

of the passage is intact. In the remainder of the passage, words are deleted and replaced with blank lines 

and three word choices. Students are asked to identify words that might appropriately fit the blanks.  

The statistical reliability and validity of the maze assessment has been established through decades of      

research. It provides teachers with a simple, accurate measurement tool that functions to identify students’ 

reading ability levels. Online maze assessment simplifies and expedites this identification and progress    

monitoring and can be an effective tool in providing research-based instruction.  

Shanahan on Maze 

“Cloze and maze tests provide predictions of 
reading comprehension, but they do this based 
on how well students interpret single sentences 

and not necessarily the whole passage.” 

During Assessment 

Assessing MAZE provides an indicator 

of comprehension, fluency, and       

reading level.  

During Instruction 

Instead of Maze, provide deliberate,   

sequenced instruction in fluency and 

comprehension skills to enhance       

student reading ability.   

Difference between Maze and Cloze 

Maze gives three to four choices for every blank that is presented.  Cloze does 

not give choices– the student is expected to write the correct word in the blank.   

Instructional use of Maze and Cloze 

Instructional use of Maze and Cloze activities should be limited .  While there is 

occasional value in allowing students to fill in the blanks, (vocabulary, content, or 

syntax practice) these activities will eventually interfere with fluent reading when 

used too often.  When completing a Maze or Cloze activity, the student has to 

stop reading to process the blank and choices that make sense- disrupting fluent 

reading.  In addition, in considering Shanahan’s quote above, when students 

complete a Cloze or Maze activity, they are processing a single sentence at a 

time– not a whole passage of connected text.  Again, this may interfere with the 

overall goal of fluent reading and comprehension of connected text when used 

frequently.  It is a much better use of instructional and practice time to focus on 

comprehension strategies and fluency building activities such as:  partner reading 

and reporting, phrase reading, independent reading paired with writing, graphic 

organizers paired with text, genre structure– story maps, and sentence structures. 

        Good Idea 

 

Occasional use of 

cloze or maze to 

reinforce content 

learning,             

vocabulary, or  

practice syntax. 

Not So 

Great 

Regular use of cloze 

or maze passages 

and encouraging        

students to “guess” 

the correct word. 


